OREGON DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 


104 STATE TRANSPORTATION BUILDING, SALEM 97310 


A change in one current administrative rule would prohibit overnight parking 
on highway right of way, like as these campers parked at a viewpoint near 
Beverly Beach State Park. 


Changes forseen in many 


_ old sonal, procedures 


procedures in the Hienwey Bier 
sion will be held in the Main Con- 
ference Room of the Transporta- 
tion Building on Sept. 10. 

One of the major changes would 
permit the Highway Engineer to re- 
strict overnight parking on, for 
example, rest areas and scenic way- 
sides. Some motorists have been 
“camping” for extended periods in 
certain locations, creating sanita- 
tion and safety hazards. 

Another proposed rule would 
establish criteria for the construc- 
tion, operation and use of freeway 
median crossovers. The crossovers 
‘would save police agencies and 
emergency service vehicles time 
-and energy in responses to emer- 
gency calls. 


Rules for accidents 


Another rule being considered 
‘would describe how and when to 
move a spilled load or wrecked ve- 
hicle from a highway, so as to 
minimize traffic delays. 

An amendment to an existing 
rule concerns directional signs to 
special attractions. Criteria would 
consider public recognition of the 
activity, limits of the advertising, 
and public difficulty in finding the 
activity. 

Other proposed rule changes 
include: 


@an amendment to allow waiver 
___ of the approach road permit fee for 
_- public bodies; 


tion signs inside cities and urban 
areas; 


 earuleto establish one-way « oper- 


s at highway intersections 


ations for trucks and buses on the 
state highway system; and 


@ repeal of a rule relating to opera- 
tion of motor vehicles on bicycle 
paths, a situation now covered by 
statute. 


Bob Schroeder, assistant state 
highway engineer for mainte- 
nance, will serve as hearing officer. 
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Highway Division projects 
receive $20 million boost 


“That was a mighty fortunate 
jackpot we hit,’” said Scott Coulter, 
state highway engineer, about the 
additional $20 million the Highway 
Division recently received from the 
Federal Highway Administration. 

The funds are to be used on 


highway projects started between 


now and the end of the federal 
fiscal year on Sept. 30. 

Coulter said the windfall was the 
result of new controls placed on 
the highway program this fiscal 
year by the federal government. 
Under the program, states were 
permitted to obligate 80 percent of 
the year’s apportioned federal aid 
by Aug. 1, of which Oregon’s share 
was $86 million. 

The remaining 20 percent, Coul- 
ter said, was held back on a nation- 
al basis, to be distributed to states 
that had used their 80 percent 
share. The distribution was based 
on the amount of work prepared 
and ready to got to contract on Aug. 


Various projects 


inns wuts Bb Saat 
Sntimararset neonate 20° tanta 


share would have been $22 million, 


but because the state applied for 
jobs totaling in excess of $83 mil- 
lion, it received authorization to 
obligate $41 million, approximately 
$20 million more than anticipated. 

Coulter said the money would 
be used to fund various types of 
projects around the state, ranging 
from overlays to some moderniza- 
tion projects. He said some pro- 
jects in the Six-Year Highway Im- 


Legislature finally approves 
one-cent gas tax increase 


In a stroke of political courage 
during its final hours, the Oregon 
Legislature enacted a one-cent gas 
tax increase, and referred another 


_ three-cent increase to the voters, 


despite opening day predictions 
that no relief would be provided to 
the ailing Highway Fund this ses- 
sion. 

The new penny becomes effec- 
tive Jan. 1, 1982, and will increase 
the state gas tax from 7 to 8 cents. 

The one-cent increase could be 
blocked by a referendum petition, 
but 36,446 valid signatures would 
have to be filed with the Secretary 
of State by Oct. 30.So far, no activi- 


_ty to refer the measure has been 


reported. 

With a commensurate increase 
in weight-mile taxes on trucks and 
buses, the measure will net about 
$15 million annually for the 
Highway Division. 

The three-cent measure will be 
on the May 1982 Primary Election 
ballot. It provides for one-cent an- 
nual increases, beginning July 1, 


1982, and continuing through 1984. 


Despite failure at the polls in the 
last three attempts to increase the 
gas tax, there is some optimism 
that voters may approve the three- 
cent measure next May. 

Every concerned highway user 
organization, ranging from the Or- 
egon Log Truckers Association to 
the Oregon Automobile Associa- 
tion, and from the Oregon State 
Grange to the Associated General 
Contractors, have testified before 
legislative committees in support 
of the measure. 

The organizations have also pled- 
ged active financial and promo- 
tional support for the measure dur- 
ing the campaign next spring. No 
opposition was identified during 
the legislative hearings. 

Rep. Jane Cease, D-Portland, 
chair of the House Transportation 
Committee, spearheaded passage 
of both the one- and three-cent 
measures through the legislative 
process, and she was also instru- 
mental in gaining commitments 
from the private sector to support 
the measure before the election. 


provement Program that had been 
delayed would now be picked up. 

He said these funds, along with 
some additional transfer funds that 
had been promised to the Highway 
Division, should certainly brighten 
the layoff picture. 

The state has been promised ap- 
proximately $15 million in transfer 
funds to be used on projects in the 
Salem and Portland areas, such as 
the Salem Parkway and the Banfield 
Transitway. 

Coulter said the one-cent gas tax 
increase approved by the Legisla- 
ture, that goes into effect on Jan. 1, 
plays a part in this program only to 
the extent that it permits the use of 
additional state funds for matching 
purposes. 


Funds approved 
at last minute 
rescue train 


Only days before the Willamette 


Valley Express was to make its last 


run early in August due to lack of 
funds, it was rescued by the Legis- 
lature with enough money to com- 
plete its original 18-month trial 
period. 

Ed Immel, project coordinator, 
said the trains will now run through 
December. Adjustments in the 
schedule will accommodate people 
traveling to the State Fair in Salem 
(with connecting bus service), and 
fans traveling to the Seattle Sea- 
hawks and University of Oregon 
football games this fall. 

Immel said variations in the eve- 
ning schedule will take effect Oct. 
25. 
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Director’s Corner 


FRED KLABOE 


During August, | had an oppor- 
tunity to spend a couple of days 
with Pat Schwartz of Highway and 
Owen Lucas of Parks looking over 
parks and highways in Region 5. 

Besides being a pleasant respite 
from the last seven months at the 
Legislature, | came away feeling 
really good about the quality of the 
work | saw. For example, even 
though the asphalt patches were a 
lot thinner and placed very selec- 
tively over the worst places, they 
were still professionally done and 

f the rideability was excellent. Given 
the fact that we now have less than 
half the patching material available 
ba ie that we had a couple of years ago, | 
think we are doing a darn good job 

of stretching our resources. 

The cooperative attitude between Parks and Highway people was 
apparent throughout the area. Where it was cheaper for Parks people to 
maintain highway rest areas or Highway people to maintain parks, it was 
being done. 

| was particularly impressed with the many miles of widening--often 
through tough rock cuts--being done by our Elgin crew on Highway 204 
between Elgin and Tollgate under the direction of Mel Wood. Other crews 
all over the state, | know, are also improving their highways, as have Mel 
and his crew. When we have an “‘open” winter and our crews aren't so 
tied up on sanding and plowing, a lot of betterment can be accomplished. 

One last comment about my trip--the housekeeping at all the mainte- 
nance yards | saw was great. The areas were well organized and the work 
areas clean and tidy. This tells me that you are proud of being a good 
neighbor and that you are working hard on safety. Besides the obvious 
benefits to the people involved, good safety practices save a lot of money. 

ee a 

Another matter | would like to discuss is the announcement that 
Oregon got a windfall of federal-aid funds recently. During this fiscal year, 
the Federal Government put a lid on the amount of federal-aid each state 
could contract. They allowed us to contract only 80 percent of our 
allocated federal-aid during the first 10 months of the year. In approximate 
numbers, we were allocated $110 million for all federal-aid work during 
this fiscal year. The 80 percent limitation allowed us to contract only about 
$88 million between Oct. 1, 1980, and Aug. 1, 1981. 

The Feds then decided on a new method of allocating the remaining 20 
percent from the Federal Highway Trust Fund. instead of giving each state 
their remaining 20 percent--in our case, about $22 million--they asked 
each state to get as many jobs as possible that were entirely worked up 
and ready to contract into the local federal highway office. Then, on Aug. 
1, the Washington, D.C., office would poll each state as to the amount on 
file with the local office. After receiving all this information, the Washing- 
ton, D.C., office would split up the $1.7 billion available in the ratio that 
each state’s total made to the total U.S. request. 

With Ed Hunter’s shop working very hard for several months, we were 
able to deliver about $83 million worth of entirely ready-to-contract jobs to 
the local federal office. 

It turned out that the total of the requests was $3.4 billion--almost 
exactly twice the amount available. So each state was allocated half its 
request and Oregon got a little over $41 million. 

So, in a way, we did get a ‘‘windfall’’ of about $19 million as a result of 
the hard work of a lot of designers and others. One could look at it 

.another way. We had about $80 million of congressionally-authorized 

money that had been held back over the past several years due to previous 

ceilings on spending. So, with the extra $20 million for this year, the $80 
million is now only about $60 million, and we are able to bring back on 
schedule a number of jobs in our Six-Year Program that had been delayed. 

Once again, a lot of our people were able to deliver when the chips 
were down. Obviously, some states weren’t able to get enough jobs ready 
to receive their ‘fair share,’’ but Oregon got about twice its share, thanks 

to them. 


Letters 


Dear VIA: reporting of the fire to our protec- 


‘weight- mile rates. 


On July 31, two Department of 
Transportation employees pro- 
vided some very fine extra service 
to the people of Oregon. 

Mike Kieffer and Rock Pope of 
the Region 3 geology crew dis- 
covered a fire on the highway right 
of way near the Belloni Boys Ranch. 
The fire was the result of an aban- 
doned camp fire and had started to 
spread quite rapidly in the grass 
and brushland. : 

Kieffer and Pope arranged the 


tion agency and immediately pro- 
ceeded with aggressive initial at- 
tack. After our men and fire equip- 
ment arrived on the scene, they 
continued to assist until the fire 
was completely controlled. 

Coos Forest Protection Associa- 
tion is most appreciative of the ac- 
tion and effort of these two men. 


Very truly yours, 
Norm R. Boyd, Coos Bay 


District Supervisor 


VIA 


a Update 


Legislative effort pays off 


\ By George Bell 
Assistant Director for 
Intergovernmental and 
Public Affairs 


Chalk up two in a row for 
ODOT. 

For the second successive legis- 
lative session, ODOT emerged-- 
after all the smoke had cleared-- 
with just about what it wanted, 
both in terms of bills passed and 
bills defeated. 

Even our budgets, relatively 
speaking, came through in good 
shape despite the worst econo- 
mic crunch in probably a genera- 
tion. Some felt it was as bad as any 
time since the Great Depression 
in the 1930s. 

In any case, few--if any-- 
departments in state government 
fared as well as ODOT during the 
longest session in Oregon’s his- 
tory. 

That was no accident. 

The department puts an enor- 
mous amount of effort into prepar- 
ing for a legislative session, even 
down to the point, for example, of 
rehearsing and coaching adminis- 
trators prior to a budget presenta- 
tion before the Joint Ways and 
Means Committee. 

It pays off. And the proof lies in 
the final score: © 


CENTRAL SERVICES 
HB 3237--Provides one-cent-per- 


gallon gas tax increase for three — 


consecutive years, beginning July 
1, 1982 commensurate increase in 
Referred to 
May 1982 Primary Election ballot. 
PASSED. 
HB3241--Increases state gas tax 
from 7 to 8 cents, with commensu- 
rate increase in weight-mile rates. 
Effective Jan. 1, 1982. PASSED. 
SB 101--Creates Department of 
Travel and Cultural Industries. 
FAILED IN CONFERENCE COM- 
MITTEE. 
SB 27--Places Travel Information 
Section, with specified duties, in 
Oregon Revised Statutes. PASSED. 
HIGHWAY DIVISION 
SB 10--Transfers weighmasters to 
State Police. TABLED IN WAYS 
AND MEANS COMMITTEE 


SB 11--Provides increase in 


schedule of fines assessed against 
overweight trucks; projects an 
overall 18 percent increase in net 
revenue to ODOT from fines. 
PASSED. 
SB 707--Enables State Speed Con- 
trol Board to delegate authority in 
special situations where quick ac- 
tion is required for safety reasons. 
PASSED. 
HB 2065--Simplifies and makes 
more efficient the procedure for 
issuance of permits for over- 
size/overweight trucks. PASSED. 
HB 3053--Raises speed limit to 70 
mph. TABLED IN COMMITTEE 
MOTOR VEHICLES DIVISION 
HB 2023--Requires reflectorized 
license plates, but permits DMV to 
recover costs through one-time 
fee. PASSED. 
HB 2028--Provides for a variety of 
DMV fee increases. PASSED. 
HB 2937--Permits counties to im- 
pose vehicle registration tax. TABL- 
ED IN COMMITTEE. 
HB 2027--Increases to $400 the re- 
portable damage minimum in a 
motor vehicle accident. PASSED. 


bey 


fe 


HB 2010--Increases penalties for 
driving under the influence. 
PASSED. 
SB 55--Strengthens and clarifies 
procedures concerning Traffic 
Court, traffic offenses, and driver 
suspensions. PASSED. 

PARKS AND RECREATION 
HB 2046--Grants limited citation 
authority to Parks personnel to en- 
force rules and regulations in state 
parks. PASSED 
HB 2297--Creates Crabtree Valley 
State Park. TABLED IN SENATE 
TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 
AFTER PASSING HOUSE. 
HB 3181--Establishes Deschutes 
River user fee system. PASSED. 
SB 200--Repeals $2 surcharge for 
out-of-state overnight campers in 
state parks. FAILED ON SENATE 
FLOOR. 


HJR 35--Provides for study of the. 


Sandy River Gorge. PASSED. 


PUBLIC TRANSIT 
HB 2048--Authorizes assessment of 


state agency payrolls for benefit of © 


transit and transportation districts. 
PASSED. 

HB 5018--Appropriates funds to aid 
transit districts. Provides capital as- 
sistance funds of $1.9 million for 
Tri-Met, Lane Transit District and 
Salem Transit District. Funds state 


share of costs for continuing Wil- 


lamette Valley Express through 
Dec. 31, 1981. PASSED. 
SB 71--Establishes a transit acquisi- 


tion fund so Public Transit Division — 


eee. hoe en eee 


may purchase or lease buses to — ie 
+e 


have them “on hand’ ney pe 
~ needs arise. PASSED. 


AERONAUTICS _ 
HB 3174--Clarifies statutes con- 
cerning use of firearms near air- 
ports and laws governing destruc- 
tion of aircraft. PASSED. 
SB 44--Provides civil, rather than 
criminal, penalties for aeronautics 
violations. PASSED. 
SB 47--Defines obstructions to air 
navigation. PASSED. 
HB 2031--Increases aircraft fuel tax 
from 3 to 5 cents per gallon; in- 
creases jet fuel tax from one-half 
cent to one cent per gallon. TABL- 
ED IN COMMITTEE. 
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Division heads highlight budgets, top bills 


Transit: Special 
ald to districts 


_By Dennis Moore 
Public Transit Administrator 


The big news for transit is the 
financial shot-in-the-arm provided 
by the Governor’s special program 
of aid to transit and transportation 
districts. Originally know as the 
Governor's ‘‘in-lieu-of payroll tax 
plan,” this legislation authorizes 
assessment of state agency payrolls 
for the benefit of mass transit and 
transportation districts. 

A $2.1 million appropriation to 
the General Fund provides aid to 
the districts. These general funds, 
along with federal and other funds, 
will produce over $5 million in aid 
to transit and transportation dis- 
tricts during the biennium. 

Capital assistance funds of $1.9 
million for Tri-Met, Lane Transit 
District, and Salem Transit District, 
plus funding to continue the Wil- 


- lamette Valley Rail Project through 
Dec. 31, 1981, also received ap- | 


proval. 
The Legislature reduced the divi- 


sion’s General Fund budget by over ~ 


$152,000. Although the approved 
budget provides the division with 
reduced resources, all the existing 
division programs, except the state 
insurance program, will be con- 
tinued into the 1981-83 biennium. 


Dennis Moore 


In an attempt to remedy an acute 
shortage of buses in times of ener- 
gy emergencies, the Legislature au- 
thorized the division to purchase 
or lease a quantity of buses. 

Strong legislative support illus- 


_ trates an awareness of the import- 


ance of transit to Oregonians. 
There is still much to be done, 
however, in terms of transit and, in 
particular, transit financing. 


Parks: Some 
facilities to close 


By Dave Talbot 
State Parks Administrator 


Although no one within the Ore- 
gon State Parks Division looks for- 


_ward to closing facilities and cut- 


ting services--as necessitated by 
_ budget cuts ordered by the 1981 
_Legislature--the session just ended 
was a good one in some respects. 


at Be, 


Our approved oe will re- 


quire that we permanently close, 
or transfer to other jurisdictions, 
three parks; close three others 
during off-season months; consoli- 
date some districts; and take other 
personnel actions to absorb re- 
quired reductions. 

On a positive note, we were suc- 
cessful in steering our citation au- 
thority bill through to overwhelm- 
ing passage in the waning days of 
the session. A week before that 
happened, most of us were pre- 
dicting doom for our highest legis- 
lative priority, exclusive of the 
budget. Once the bill got unstuck, 


Dave Taibot 


it zipped through the process. 
The State Parks Division is now 


empowered to grant limited cita-. 
tion authority power to 91 selected 
employees. We will continue to _ 
~ call for assistance from profession- _ 


al law enforcement agencies for in- 
cidents or offenses beyond the au- 
thority granted in the bill. 

This new legislation will allow 
parks personnel to use more than 
persuasion alone in enforcing such 
park rules and regulations as those 
covering dogs off leash, illegal 
parking, and loud parties. 

House Bill 3181 (Deschutes River 

continued on page 4 


Aeronautics: 
Funds for plane 


By Paul Burket 
Aeronautics Administrator 


Our 1981-83 budget came up a 
little smaller than we would have 
liked, but basically we're still in 
good shape. A $3.3 million budget 
was approved by the Legislature, 
which is an increase of .98 percent 
over our 1979-81 budget. 

In addition to operating expend- 
itures, the budget includes funds 
for a new secretarial position and a 
new single-engine aircraft, with the 
cost not to exceed $80,000. 

The budget also includes 
$150,000 for the Financial Aid to 
Municipalities program, which pro- 
vides financial assistance for im- 
provements to publicly-owned air- 
ports; $175,800 for capital im- 
provement projects on state- 
owned airports; $980,000 for capit- 
al construction projects on state- 
owned airports, of which $900,000 
are federal funds; and reclassifica- 
tion of three existing personnel po- 
sitions. 

We also had a total of four bills 
that passed the Legislature: 


Paul Burket 


SB 44 creates new civil penalties 
for violations of statutes, rules and 
orders relating to Aeronautics. Per- 
sons who violate any of the above 
will be issued citations--the same 
as are now issued for violations of 
traffic, boating, wildlife, and com- 
mercial fishing laws. 

SB 45 allows the Aeronautics Di- 
vision to use money from the 
Aeronautics Search and Rescue Ac- 
count to provide insurance, similar 
to workers compensation, to com- 
pensate any member of the divi- 
sion’s volunteer air search and re- 
scue organization for injuries or 
loss of life sustained while per- 
forming air search and rescue op- 
erations authorized by the division. 

continued on page 7 


Highway: Our . 


needs realized 


By H. Scott Coulter 
State Highway Engineer 


We are pleased with the legisla- 
tive action during the past session. 
While we did not get everything we 
wanted, the legislature was very re- 
sponsive to our needs. 

| am convinced that the legisla- 
ture fully understands our needs, 
and realizes that strong action must 
be taken to preserve our highway 
system. 

They approved a budget of 
$801.8 million for the Highway Divi- 
sion, down $35 million from last 
biennium’s budget. 

Of most importance to the road 
users in Oregon are the gas tax 


increases of one and three cents. 


If these two bills become law, 
the division will receive, over a 
five-year period, a total of $259 mil- 
lion. 


Scott Coulter 


Other bills of extreme interest to 
highway employees were bills deal- 
ing with retirement. 

SB 148 alters the definition of 
‘final average salary’’ used in com- 
puting current service pension 
under the Public Employees’ Re- 
tirement System. 

SB 149 alters the method of com- 
puting service retirement pay to 
provide combined annuity and 
pension (‘full formula” method) at 
1.67 percent of final average salary. 

SB 494 permits employees of the 
PERS to retire, without reduction in 
pension, at age 55 with at least 30 
years of service, or at age 58 
regardless of service length. 

These were not Highway bills, 
but we spent a lot of effort to sup- 
port their passage. 

Bills were also passed relating to 
truck regulations. 


continued on page 7 


DMV: Several 
laws amended 


By David P. Moomaw 
Motor Vehicles Administrator 


The division’s $42.3 million 
budget, as passed by the 1981 
Legislature, means there is no 
money to take care of office work- 
load increases in the next two 
years. It is an extremely tight 
budget. 

Waiting lines may get longer in 
some parts of the state, and we will 
be hard-pressed to find other ways 
to keep up with the increasing 
volume of work so that our service 
does not deteriorate. 

Our modular processing unit 


David Moomaw 


concept, billed as program im- 
provement in the budget, won 
legislative approval but no money 
for reclassification. The units must 
be supported by savings. 

A total of 15 Senate and 33 
House bills that passed the Legis- 
lature amend current motor vehi- 
cle laws. 

As a result of some of those bills, 
applicants for a first-time driver’s 
license will pay more ($10), and 
people who lose a driver’s license 
or ID card will also pay a higher fee 
for a replacement ($4). 

All drivers must pay an extra $2 
when they get a driver’s license, 
with the extra funds going to the 
Motor Vehicle Accident Fund. 
Drivers with licenses to ride a 
motorcycle will pay an additional 
$3, with that money earmarked for 

continued on page 7 
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Fran Weaver of the Specif- 
ications Unit, with the aid 
of Jack Sullivan, checks her 
inventory of specifications, 
plans and bid documents 
that are sent out to inter- 
ested contractors. 


Crews need big pail, shovel 


Troublemaking sand dune 


Most of the sand dunes in Oregon are found along the coast--where 
you would expect them to be. However, there is one sand dune all by 
itself in the Columbia Gorge, bordering I-84 a few miles east of The Dalles, 
that has been causing the Highway Division more trouble than all the 
dunes along the coast combined. 

Dick Hawkins, resident engineer in The Dalles, has been doing battle 
with the misplaced sand dune for over 10 years--and the problem is 
steadily worsening. 

The dune, about 3 miles long, parallels the interstate, and the strong 
winds that blow through the gorge whip fingers of sand across the 
highway toward the river. ne 

After a while, the edge of the dune moves out to the white fog line on 
the road, and Hawkins sends out a maintenance crew to scoop it up and 
haul it away. 

“| think it’s the only interstate plagued by a sand dune in Oregon,”’ he 
said, “and there aren’t too many of them in the country.” 

Hawkins said he used to send out crews two or three times a year to 
clear the sand off the road, “but now it’s more like six or seven times.” 

And the sand dune is picking up speed. 

“It’s always moving,’” Hawkins said, ‘‘but it seems to be moving faster 
even for its size--more of it is covering the highway.” 

The gorge dune is not made of hard-packed beach sand but of a fine, 
gritty sand, and the constant shifting of the dune has foiled all attempts to 
grow vegetation to help stabilize it. 

“We don’t own the right of way there,’’ Hawkins said. ‘Most of it 
belongs to the Warm Springs Indian Reservation, so there’s really nothing 
we can do.” 

Retired State Highway Engineer Forrest Cooper recently said he 
believed there have always been sand dunes in that area of the Gorge. 

“That one has probably been there since the dawn of history,” he said. 
“We used to squirt oil on it, but that didn’t work too well. We never had 
too much luck with it--it’s just one of those things you have to live with.” 

One of Hawkins’ biggest concerns is where to dump all the sand his 
crews have been hauling away from the side of the road. Lately he’s been 
bringing it further up the highway, dumping it, and covering it with gravel. 

Hawkins is beginning to wonder if he’s going to run out of gravel 
before he runs out of sand. 


This sand dune along 1-84, a few miles east of The 
Dalles, finds its way onto the shoulder of the high- 
way several times a year, bringing out Dick Haw- 
kins, resident engineer (inset), and his crews to 
scoop it up and haul it away. 


Specifications Unit picky about 
details when preparing bid package 


The following is part of a series 
describing the different functions 
and sections of ODOT. 


The Highway Division’s Specif- 
ications Unit is picky about details. 

Its chief duty is to prepare the 
final bid documents for construc- 
tion projects that are contracted by 
the division. 

“‘Contracting--building roads 
and bridges--is our business,” said 
Specifications Engineer Jack Sulli- 
van, head of the unit. “And you 
need a set of plans and a set of 
specs to do the job.” 

The eight-member unit prepares 
a package of the project plans, bid 
proposal, and specifications for 
any contractor who plans to bid on 
a construction project. 

Sullivan said his group gathers 
all the information from several dif- 
ferent sections, including the de- 
signers and engineers in the field, 
and writes the specs--special word- 
ing and provisions to accompany 
each project. 

“We get the package together 
and make sure it has all the infor- 
mation,” Sullivan said. “We need 
to fill in all the holes when putting 
together the specs. The language 
has to be clear so the engineer and 
the contractor don’t interpret it dif- 
ferently.”’ 

The package must be prepared 


East Eugene’s DMV office — 


and the specifications written in 
time for the monthly bid openings, 
held in the Main Conference Room ~ 
of the Transportation Building in 
Salem. 

Sullivan said right of way delays 
or design changes can hold up a 
project from a bid opening, but 
otherwise his unit’s work must be 
done on time. 

Sullivan said his group had to 
know a little bit about a lot of 
things--how other units operate, 
for example, or what the Legisla- 
ture did, so if there were any 
changes in a law that affected con- 
struction, they can change the 
specs. 

The unit handles jobs of all dif- 
ferent sizes and difficulty, and each 
member of the group has a special 
area of specification writing, such 
as complex structures, interstate ’ 
freeways or traffic signals. d 

Art Brummitt, unit supervisor, 
reviews all the specifications writ- 
ten in the group to make sure they 
are uniform and consistent. 

Sullivan’s unit, hasn’t been ser- 
iously affected by the budget cuts. 

“If we cut back on jobs or we cut 
back on money, we might still have 
the same number of bids to work 
on, but the figures wouldn’t be as _ 
high,’’ Sullivan said. ‘We've cut 
back in personnel, but our work 
load is higher now than usual.” 
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specializes in drive tests 


DMV’'s East Eugene office is no 
longer a full-service office -- since 
the first of August, it handles only 
testing for drivers licenses. 

Vision and written tests may still 
be taken at any DMV office in 
town, including the new South 
Eugene office, but the drive tests 
are done only at the east office. 

Al Vasquez, office manager, said 
the idea to consolidate the drive 
testing was experimental for one 
year to see how it worked. 

“It really depends on public ac- 
ceptance as to whether or not the 
program will succeed,” Vasquez 
said. ‘Some people aren’t aware of 
the change yet, but so far there 
have been no complaints.” 


Parks... 


continued from page 3 

fee) also passed just ahead of the 
final gavel, and will prompt con- 
siderable activity within our Scenic 
Waterway section during coming 
months. Basically, the bill allows 
for implementation of a fee system 
for boaters along certain stretches 
of the Deschutes River. 

The Legislature also passed a bill 
that will allow us to take part again 
in the Oregon Youth Corps pro- 
gram. : 

Parks traditionally has been a 
participant in the Youth Corps pro- 
gram, but our severance from the 
Highway Fund in May 1980 also cut 
those ties. By securing passage of 
this bill, we will again be in a posi- 
tion to provide employment for 
young people and secure notice- 
able improvements to the system, 
pending sufficient funding. 


Originally, driver license appli- 
cants took their drive tests on a first 4 
come, first served basis, which * 
sometimes meant waiting half a 
day. Now they just call and make 
an appointment. 

Vasquez said the tests are sched- 
uled 15 minutes apart, and since 
the office switched over, they have 
been testing about 35 drivers a day, 
including a few walk-ins. 

“It really cuts down on the 
amount of waiting time for people 
who come in,”’ he said. ‘‘They 
make an appointment, come in and : 
go.” , 


Diane Antone, a motor vehicle rep. — 
3, takes a reservation for a drive test 
over the phone at DMV’s East Eugene 
office, which switched last month to. 
only handling drivers’ license testing. 
AS > paeel 


~ 


: 
f 


v 
A 
sll 

‘ 
’ 


One method for determining the noise level of a highway project is a sound- 
level meter. Newell Williams, environmental technician, and Steve Lindland, 
assistant environmental engineer, set up the meter and microphones that 
record the sound signals on a tape, whichis then played back through a noise 
analyzer. 


Legislature passes three 
bills affecting ridesharing 


By Doug Roberts 
Energy Information Officer 
Short subjects 
Ridesharing legislation: — 
In January, when the 1981 Ore- 


gon Legislature began, four bills 
supported by the Department of 


Transportation were introduced to 


assist ridesharing. 

By its August eioucienents the 
_ Legislature had passed three of the 
bills. The measures cleared away 
regulatory obstacles affecting 
ridesharing, authorized insurance 
coverage for state employee 
ridesharing, and allowed ‘special 
events” buses to sell tickets on an 
individual basis. 

But the Legislature did say “no 
to the idea of excluding ridesharing 
income from state personal income 
taxes. 


Gasoline use: 


For the first six months of 1981, 
wholesale gasoline sales were 4.2 
percent, or about 26 million gal- 
lons, below the first six months of 
1980. 


The decline matched projections 
by ODOT economists, who in Jan- 
uary predicted a 4-5 percent drop 
for 1981 when compared with 1980. 

Declining gasoline sales, com- 
bined with increases in traffic 
volume counts, indicate that the 
fuel efficiency of Oregon's vehicles 
fleet is improving more rapidly 
than might have been expected. 

In addition to improvements in 
the fuel economy of what people 
_ drive, changes in driving habits.al- 
so contributing to the decline. The 
current economic slump is having 


an impact on fuel use. 


. eg ee tourism picture, 


however, may push fuel use up 
during the summer months, with 
early signs indicating travel to be 
near the record levels of 1978. 


Drive Smarter Tip 
Keeping Records 


A pencil and a piece of paper can 
be very helpful in improving your 


vehicle’s fuel economy. By keeping. 
- accurate records of miles per gallon __ 


achieved for each fill-up and of all 
maintenance and repairs, you can be 
more aware of changes in your vehi- 
cle’s performance. 

Being aware of abrupt changes in 
mpg will alert you to the need for a 


tune-up, while maintenance records | 


can help you schedule regular work, 
such as oil changes. 


“TIMBERRR...’ 


VIA 
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Highway projects analyzed 
for air quality, noise level 


When the Highway Division 
builds a highway or a bridge, it is as 
much concerned with the air qual- 
ity and noise level around the pro- 
ject as with the materials used to 
build it. 

Tony George, head of the En- 
vironmental Section’s Air Quality 
Unit, has a small crew of engineers 
who ifook at all the division’s con- 


struction projects to determine 


which need to be analyzed for ex- 
cess noise and air quality before 
going to contract. 

“We go out and look the project 
area over and inventory everything 
that’s adjacent to it,” George said. 
“Once we find out what’s there, 
we figure the traffic data to see 
how it would be affected by the 
project. Depending on how a 
building is being used, we deter- 
mine the noise level differently.” 

George combines the traffic data 
with a description of the project 
and land use details, and enters all 
the information into a computer 
program to determine if the noise 
level is too high. 

“If it’s low, there’s no problem,” 
George said. ‘‘If it’s above the fed- 
eral standards, then we have to try 
and mitigate it.’”’ 

Mitigating highway noise can be 
done by insulation, such as sealing 
windows on surrounding build- 
ings, or through traffic manage- 
ment--such as developing a truck 
restriction, changing the highway 
alignment or depressing the grade. 
“As a last resort we build noise 
barriers, such as earth berms, 
fences or walls,’”’ he said. 

The 1-205 freeway in Portland, 
for example, has 29 walls and 
berms built along it to muffle the 
traffic sounds. 

“The 1-205 has probably become 
the most noise-mitigated freeway 


‘in the state,” George said. ‘‘Almost 


Light poles fall like trees 


By Terry Florence 
Region 3 Speed Zone Tech. 


Roseburg’s Harvard Avenue In- 
terchange on I-5 took on the ap- 
pearance of a timber carnival re- 
cently as several towering wood 
poles, each topped with a cluster 
of six lights, fell from the bite of a 
chain saw. 

Installed as temporary illumina- 
tion upon completion of the Gar- 
den Valley-Fairgrounds project in 
1976, the poles were to be replaced 
by permanent installations during a 
subsequent landscaping contract. 

But replacements were continu- 
ally delayed by funding problems, 
and concern grew over how much 
longer the wood poles--never 
treated for weather resistance-- 
could remain standing. Each pole, 
extending about 100 feet above the 
freeway, was well within range of 
falling across several lanes of 
traffic. 

When funds to remove the poles 
were finally available, a more cost- 
effective plan was sought to avoid 
renting expensive and cumber- 
some heavy equipment. 

A suggestion to simply cut the 
poles down was adopted after it 
was learned the wood could be sal- 


vaged and reused. 

The plan required considerable 
cutting skill to avoid damaging any 
of the signs, fences, guardrail and 
landscaping surrounding the inter- 
change. 

Highway Forester Bob Green 
was recruited, and for over two 
hours the poles fell to the ground 
with bulls-eye accuracy, avoiding 
all other highway installations. 

Winston’s maintenance crew 
and District 6 bridge and sign crews 
controlled traffic during the pro- 
ject, while the downed poles were 
cut into more manageable pieces 
to be hauled away. 


Several wood light poles at an inter- 
change in Roseburg were chopped 
down recently by Highway Forester 
Bob Green so they could be replaced 


by permanent installations. 


every part of it is flanked by some 
kind of noise barrier or is de- 
pressed below grade.” 

The freeway is also being con- 
stantly monitored for air quality by 
one of the unit’s two portable sta- 
tions. 

These stations, resembling mini- 
mobile homes, are equipped with 
instruments that vacuum the air, 
filter it and analyze it. 


Murray Stone of Region 1 changes 
the filter on an air-monitoring trailer 
parked at an elementary school near 
the 1-205 freeway in Portland. 


“The last stretch of the 1-205 
freeway, from Foster Road to the 
Columbia River, was in jeopardy 
for a while,” he said. ‘The air qual- 
ity was right at the federal stand- 
ards, with no leeway, and we didn’t 
know whether the Department of 
Environmental Quality was going 
to issue us a permit. Operation of 
the freeway will be on the condi- 
tion that we constantly monitor the 
air around it.” 

George said the two mobile sta- 
tions, one on the 1-205 and the 
other on the Banfield, have one 
full-time operator who checks 
them every day. 

“They basically run themselves, 
24 hours a day,” George said. ‘All 
we do is monitor them--refill the 
supplies and change the filters. 


———>-—==—=_= 


Ago 


Years 


Five years ago, VIA covered 
the dedication ceremony of the 
restored Yaquina lighthouse. 
Built in 1871, it had been left to 
deteriorate until A975. 
Parks Division personnel 
spent a year rebuilding and re- 
furnishing the historic build- 
ing, at a cost of nearly $100,000 
and over 9,000 hours of work. 
Paul Hartwig, then head of 
the Parks Historic Restoration 
Program, called the Yaquina 
lighthouse ‘our pride and joy.” 

He said his people had done 
| such a solid job that, if main- | 
tained, the building should 
stand another 100--or even 200- 


-years. 
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JIM RAMIREZ, PARKS 
Park Ranger 1, Champoeg 

We get a lot of compliments at this 
park because we’re trying to main- 
tain it,and people tell us how well- 
kept it is. A lot of campers like our 
parks, and they think this is the 
best park for camping in the state. 
We've gotten a really good re- 
sponse from tourists. 


; iil 
NINA CRITES, PARKS 

Park Ranger 1, Beverly Beach 
The comments have been 
exceptional this year. They’ve been 
saying how beautiful Oregon’s 
parks are compared to other states, 
and the comments on our park in 
particular have been’ good--they 
say the employees are friendly and 
they like the naturalist program gi- 
ven by the hosts. 


JUDY ANDERSON, TRAVEL 
Supervisor, Kiamath Falls Border 
Information Center 
Most of them say they are really 
glad to have an information center 
that they ‘can come to--they ask 
mostly about camping and fishing, 
and Crater Lake, of course. They 
think the rest areas are the cleanest 

they’ve seen on their trip. 


Jerry Robertson is VIA’s 
roving photographer. VIA’s 
editors frame the question 
of the month, and answers 
are edited only for length. 


PAM ENGLAND, TRAVEL 
Tour Guide, Portland Border 
Information Center 
The comment | hear the most is 
how great Oregon is--tourists ap- 
preciate the fact that we have maps 
and pamphlets. They have just 
come from Washington where they 
can’t find their way around. | 
hadn’t noticed this in the years be- 
fore--we have a lot of information 

available this year. 


RICK KUEHN, HWY 

District Engineer, Salem 
My foreman at the Baldock rest 
area tells me that out-of-staters 
have nothing but nice things to say 
about the rest areas and the roads 
in general. They’ve mostly been on 
the interstates, but they think we 
have good roads and clean rest 
areas. It’s the Oregonians who 
tend to get more irritated and com- 
plain more than out-of-staters, but 
most of the comments have been 
complimentary. 


ED KORNBLUM, PARKS 
Park Manager C, Cape Lookout 

They like Oregon parks -- they’ve 
been saying things like, ‘‘super 
campsites,” ‘‘facilities grand,’”” and 
“beautiful park.” We’ve been get- 
ting twice as many good comments 
as bad. We always get good com- 
ments--our park system is the best 
in the nation. 


Be 


WAYNE KRUCKMAN, PARKS 
Park Foreman 2, Detroit Lake 

A lot of the comments we get are 
favorable to our park system--they 
think we have a real nice park sys- 
tem. We don’t get any surcharge 
complaints since we're on federal 
land and don’t charge extra to 
camp, and that helps. Our most 
common complaint is that there’s 
too much noise after 10 p.m. 


What comments or complaints have you received most 
from travelers this summer? | 


RICHARD NELSON, HWY 
HMW 2, Santiam Rest Area 
They always brag up the rest areas-- 
they think Oregon’s are the best. I 
went to Sacramento this spring, 
and | made it a point to stop at all 
the rest areas on the way home. | 
didn’t think they were that bad, but 
they can’t get anybody to stay and 
work more than a month. I just 
love my job, and the compliments 
are good to hear. 


ANN SKULLY, PARKS 
Park Ranger 1, Silver Falls 
It’s all been good. All the out-of- 
staters comment on what a clean 
park it is--some of them want to 
move here. The people who have 
stayed in other parks in different 
states say this is one of the nicest. 


DONA LANE, TRAVEL 
Supervisor, Ontario Border 
Information Center 
We get a lot of comments on the 
cleanness and neat appearance of 
our rest areas, and how they are far 
above the rest areas in other states. 
It leaves a very good first impres- 
sion of the state of Oregon--our 

restrooms are always very clean. 
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Janet Baker 


Orren Van 


People Page 


Lenett Colbert 


_ Moving up the ranks 


The following ODOT employees 
were promoted recently: 

Janet Baker, Clerical Assistant to 
Secretary, Salem. 

William Broadbent, Motor Vehi- 
cle Rep. (MVR) 1, Ashland, to MVR 
2, Hillsboro. 

Debbie J. Brown, Clerical Assist- 
ant to Engineering Aide, Salem. 

Lenetta Colbert, Administrative 
é Assistant in Fuels Tax to Field Ex- 
aminer 1 in Fuels Tax, Portland. 


Perry King, 34,a highway mainte- 

_ nance worker 2 at Prineville, was 

killed Aug. 10 when the dump 
_ truck he was driving went off the 


_ dent. An investigation is still 
underway. 


The following ODOT retirees - 


passed away recently: 
Vince Gallagher, 68, died July 23 
in Sisters after a long illness. 
Gallagher started with the High- 
_ way Division in 1953 as a time keep- 
er in Redmond, and retired in 1975 


as a contract payments engineer in ~ 


i the Construction Branch. 
‘Walter D. Hicks, 66, died Aug. 5 
_in Medford. 
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Wilma Leslie, Clerical Assistant to 
Clerical Specialist at DMV, Salem. 

Scott McDonald, MVR 2 to MVR 
3, Beaverton. 

Nancy Nelson, MVR 1, Portland, 
to MVR 2, Cedar Mill. 

Wesley Taylor, Administrative 
Assistant to Maes Sean Analyst 2, 
Salem. 

Orren R. Van, Highway Mainte- 
nance Worker (HMW) 3 to HMW 4, 
Salem. 


: Remembering 


_ Hicks worked for the Highway 
Division for 30 years, starting in 
1946 as a head chainman in the 
Cannon Beach area. He retired asa 


dE 1 in Medford in 1976. ae 
Frank E.  Schrick, 75, died Aug. 10 
in Salem. ; 


He started working for the High- 
way Division in 1955 as a HMW 1 in 
Region 3, and retired 15 years later 
in 1970 as a HMW 2. 

Harry Grimmett, 76, died Aug. 15 
in Salem. 

Born in Nottingham, England, he 
came to the United States in 1920 
and was a resident of Salem for 35 
years. He worked for the Motor 
Vehicles Division for 13 years and 
retired in 1966 as a supervisor of 


_ the examination section for drivers 


licenses. 


By: Roy Priem 
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« Retirements 


The following employees retired 
recently: 


William M. Bray, Right of Way 
Agent 1, Portland, 21 years. 

William F. Eddy, Highway Main- 
tenance Worker (HMW) 2, Sweet 
Home, 16 years. 

Melvin C. Floyd, Engineering 


_ Aide, Tualatin, 30 years. 


Charlotte V. Holmes, Manage- 
ment Assistant B, Salem, 21-and-a- 
half years. 

John E. Makela, Park Foreman 2, 
Seaside, 18 years. 


Highway... 


continued from page 3 

SB 11 provides for an increase in 
the fine schedule assessed against 
overweight trucks, providing great- 
er penalties for larger overloads. 
This should increase the amount in 
fines collected by 20 percent. 

Other bills pertaining to the divi- 
sion and its activities were passed, 
but | feel these were the most sig- 
nificant. 

The approved budget calls for a 
cut of at least 222 FTE positions 
during the biennium, but most of 
these were vacant in June when we 
made our presentation to the 
Legislature. 


Aeronautics... 


continued from page 3 

SB 47 permits the Aeronautics 
Division to adopt rules to define 
or light such physical hazards to 
flight as towers, buildings, and 
powerlines. The rules permit the 
division to require the marking and 
lighting when necessary, and also 
allow the division to determine 
who shall bear the cost. 
HB 3174 creates a crime of endan- 
gering aircraft and of firing a 
weapon on or across airports, pun- 
ishable by imprisonment, a fine, or 
both. 


Seventeen crews 


The following ODOT crews re- 
ceived SAIF awards recently: 


Crew 143-08, Klamath Falls Main- 
tenance Crew; 350,000 man-hours; 
Gerald L. Workman, supervisor. 

Crew 080-07, Salem Engineering 
Crew; 50,000 man-hours; Richard 
Nelson, supervisor. 

Crew 121-01, Astoria Mainte- 
nance Crew; 100,000 man-hours; 
John Moffitt, supervisor. 

Crew 123-05, Newport Mainte- 
nance Crew, 100,00 man-hours; 
Melvin Beachy, supervisor. 

Crew 123-00, Corvallis Office 
Crew, 9 years; Howard Johnson, 
supervisor. 

Crew 023-00, Roseburg Region 
Headquarters; 300,000 man-hours; 
Bud Shirley, supervisor. 

Crew 080-66, Medford Resident 
Engineer Crew; 250,000 man- 
hours; William Maude, supervisor. 

Crew 151-05, Juntura Mainte- 
nance Crew; 50,000 man-hours; 
John W. White, supervisor. 


Melvin Floyd 


DMV... 


continued from page 3 
a new motorcycle safety education 
program in schools. 

It will also cost an extra $3 to 
take a motorcycle test at a DMV 
field office. 

Two bills made major changes in 
laws dealing with drinking drivers, 
as well as DMV-court related pro- 
grams and actions dealing with er- 
rant drivers. 

These bills, among other things, 
set up a diversion program for 
educating or treating drinking driv- 
ers caught for the first time. Driv- 
ing under the influence also be- 
comes a criminal act, rather than a 
traffic infraction. As a crime, a con- 
victed driver may get a jail term as 
well as a fine. 

Other bills: 

@ allow DMV to recover the full 
cost of license plate manufacture 
by a fee; 

eestablish a safe driver renewal 
program so drivers with ‘“clean’’ 
records may renew without going 
to a field office to have a new 
license issued; 

@increase the minimum accident 
reporting level in Oregon from 


$200 to $400; 


get SAIF awards 


Crew 151-07, Ontario Mainte- 
nance Crew; 50,000 man-hours; 
Craig Corder, supervisor. 

Crew 025-00, LaGrande Region 
Office Crew; 100,000 man-hours; 
W. E. Schwartz, supervisor. 

Crew 104-01, LaGrande Shop 
Crew; 200,000 man-hours; Carl D. 
Goldsby, supervisor. 

Crew 152-11, Spray Maintenance 
Crew; 150,000 man-hours; Herman 
L. Munjar, supervisor. 

Crew 151-02, Basque Mainte- 
nance Crew; 9 years; Virgil W. 
Lewis, supervisor. 

Crew 151-08, Jordan Valley 
Maintenance Crew; 9 years; Clyde 
Nichols, supervisor. 

Crew 450-06, Catherine Creek 
Park Crew; 9 years; Lavel Pfel, 
supevisor. 

Crew 151-01, Burns Mainte- 
nance Crew; 250,000 man-hours; 
Tommy Swisher, supervisor. 

Crew 080-40, Redmond En- 
gineering Crew; 9 years; Norman 
Krehbiel, supervisor. 
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By John Earley 
Highway Information Officer 


Dave White’s introduction to 
Highway Division safety methods 
was uniquely different from what 
he teaches to Region 4 employees 
today as their safety officer. 

In White’s early days with the 
division, he was instructed in the 
fundamentals of how to be a good 
flagman. He was told to assume the 
proper flagging stance on the side 
of the road--forearm parallel to the 
pavement while standing at atten- 
tion. 

This accomplished, White was 
then asked what he should do if a 
motorist disobeyed his signal. 
White didn’t know for sure what to 
do. 

The instructor advised, ‘‘Take 
the sign and hit them in the 
windshield.” 

White insists safety instruction 
has come a long way since those 
days, and he’s earned an enviable 
reputation since taking over as Re- 
gion 4 safety officer in 1972. 

He was one of the first region 
safety officers to be assigned under 
the Highway Division’s expanded 
safety program, and he’s still en- 
thusiastic and energetic in promot- 
ing it. 

His territory extends from The 
Dalles to Klamath Falls, and from 
Bend to Paulina. He often gets up 
in the wee hours of morning to 
travel to the corners of his area to 
be at a safety meeting prior to the 
crew going out on the job. He tries 
to maintain personal contact with 
all the crews, no matter how much 
travel is involved. 


White’s dedication 
to the safety program 
stems from one inci- 
dent back in 1951. His 
father,Rodney White, 
an extra gang crew 
foreman, was killed on 
the job at Prospect 
when a truck backed 
over him. 

White says a main 
emphasis in the safety 
program is instructing 
drivers on what to do 
prior to backing up in 
a vehicle. 

Dale Allen, Region 
4 engineer, says the 
workers respect what 
White has to say be- 
cause he has experi- 
enced most of what 
he talks about. 

When White expla- 
ins the safety aspects 
of snowplowing, for 

a example, he has first- 

hand knowledge -- he 

spent two winters in the Siskiyou, 

and considerable time on Santiam 
Pass. 

White, who has been with the 


division 21 years, started working © 


in 1960 as a highway maintenance 
worker 1 at Glendale. Later that 
year he was promoted and assign- 
ed to the paving crew, and in 1962 
moved to Detroit as a highway 
maintenance worker 3. From there 
he transferred to Bend as region 
safety officer. 

Ray Stose, ODOT safety officer, 
says White has special attributes 
for his job. 

“‘He has a personality that is 
liked and respected by the workers 
as well as his supervisors,”” Stose 
says. 

White is proud of his region’s 
safety record. In 1980, Region 4, 
with approximately 350 employees, 
had the lowest accident rate in the 
state. 


Safety record broken 


One Sunday early last month, 
the region employees held a steak 
barbecue at Collier State Park to 
honor the Chemult maintenance 
crew, which had achieved a safety 
record of 200,000 man-hours, and 
the Klamath Falls crew, which had 
reached 350, 000 man-hours. 

However, on the Monday fol- 
lowing the picnic, the prized safety 
record of the maintenance crews 
was broken--an employee was 
killed when the truck he was driv- 
ing left the road and overturned. 

White says the news shook the 
entire region. 

“The accident illustrates you 
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can’t be too aggressive in pushing a 
safety program,” he said. ‘No mat- 
ter how hard you try, accidents will 
happen. The idea is to reduce them 
to a minimum.” 

In addition to serving as safety 
officer, White doubles as training 
coordinator, radiological monitor 
officer, and supervises the employ- 
ee suggestion awards program and 
the labor relations advisory com- 
mittee. ; 

If the going gets tough in the 
winter, White can often be found 
operating a snowplow, sander or 
grader. He also sets up meetings, 
retirement parties and picnics. 

White says the equipment shop 
in Bend creates special safety prob- 


“We try to make them think 
about it all the time,” he says. ‘We 
feel that if an employee gets to 
work safely in the morning, the 
least we can do is send him home 
safely in the evening.” 

Even White’s off-duty hobbies 
are training for his work. He’s a_ 
baseball umpire and referees both 
basketball and football, officiating 
important college and high school 
games throughout the state. 

White says in officiating there is 
no gray area. A player is either out . 
or safe--there is no in between. 

The same is true when determin- 
ing if an accident was preventible 
or not. A preventible accident in- 
volves disciplinary action against 


‘.. If an employee gets to work safely in the morning, 
the least we can do is send him home safely in the 


evening. ’ 


lems because of the type of equip- 
ment worked on. Special attention 
is devoted in the fall to sharpening 
driving skills by holding schools 
and special training programs . 

White instructs first-aid tech- 
niques, CPR, defensive driving, 
equipment operator training, and 
even conducts a chain saw class. 

He continually stresses to region 
employees that there is nothing 
more important than safety on the 
job. ; hs 


the offender, and tough decisions 
are often involved. 

White’s training in sports of- 
ficiating--where quick, honest and 
firm decisions are required--has 
sharpened and toughened his deci- 
sion-making skills for the Highway 
Division. 

“Safety means a great deal 


to me,” White says,” and | try ‘a, 


to make my fellow workers reali - 
ze what an important role it can 


Cera 


Dave White shows Keith Frankum, a highway mechanic 1, how to inspect his 
equipment for safety. 


Retirees let us know what’s happening 


Traveling couple 


Cecil and De Head, 4835 Schafer 
Ct., N.E., Salem 97305. Retired 
Dec. 1979 and Dec. 1980. 

Cecil was the head of the Trans- 
portation Commission Services of- 
fice and De was office manager for 
the Bridge Section. Together they 
put in over 63 years with the 
department--Cecil worked 44 and- 
a-half years and De worked 19 


years. 

Cecil said he’s taken up golfing 
since retiring, but “isn’t ready for 
the pro tours yet”. 

He said they’ve done a lot of 
traveling recently. In October, 
1980, they spent two weeks in 
Hawaii with right of way retiree 
“Mitch” Mitchell and his wife Cris. 

In April of this year they spent a 
‘“‘non-profitable week in Reno,” 
and in May they visisted their 


daughter in Olympia, and spent 
a couple days in B.C. 

In the little time they’ve been at 
home, they managed to finish an 
outside deck off their family room, 
“to add to our retiree living,’’ Cecil 
said. 


Loves to go cat fishing 


William E. Kendall, 1221 Access 
Dr., Ontario 97914, retired HMF 1, 
1978. 


William dropped VIA a note last 
month to let us know he had a new 
address--he recently moved from 
Philomath to Ontario. 

He and his wife have also pur- 
chased a new Montebello (28x25) 
mobile home, which they “keep 
next door to my father who is 89 
years young,” William wrote. 

He is enjoying his retirement, 


and hopes ‘‘to do a lot of cat fishing er 
here on the Snake River,” he said. _ 


play in their lives and future.” 


Co — 


* 


